Standing Committees of the Pastoral Council

I.  BLACK FAMILY LIFE                                      Chairperson: Jennifer Tilghman
Addresses the needs and concerns of Parish families and families in our community by strengthening and reaffirming family values, and the development of youth.  

VOCATIONS Subcommittee: helps to promote vocations to the Priesthood and Religious life (Sisters, Brothers, Deacons), as well as to the married and lay single states of life. and other church vocations.

LAZARUS BEREAVEMENT Subcommittee: provides comfort and support to Parish members in the loss of a loved one; assist with funeral arrangements and preparations and works closely with the Priests.  Its responsibility also includes helping families prepare for death by sponsoring workshops, addressing advance preparations, funeral arrangements, coping with terminally ill loved ones, and keeping in touch with cards, calls, by way of visitation, prayers, and prayer services.  Works directly with the Liturgy Committee to prepare the annual Memorial Mass in November.  Regular Meetings are held quarterly on the third Wednesday (in the months of January, April, July and October), or as needed.

Chairperson: Doris H. Savoy 

II.  CALENDAR     Chairpersons: Wanda Nelson-Smith and Bro. Marx E.A. Tyree, SSJ

The development of the yearly calendar allows the Pastoral Council, Finance Council and Pastor to review parish activities/events to ensure there is a balance in the events to the parish’s mission.  All parish organizations, committees, and ministries are requested to submit their activities and events for the next fiscal year.  The church fiscal year is from 

July 1 to June 30.  Forms are due as soon as they are completed and should be turned 

in to the Rectory no later than May 15th.  For the convenience of all, packets, including detailed guidelines for submissions and the actual forms are issued well in advance of 

the deadline date.  Meetings are held as needed.

III. EDUCATION                                                       Chairperson: 

Supports the Parish Catholic School and Religious Education programs, affirming their importance in the life of our Church and community…  Encourages adult participation and involvement in Parish religious education programs, for all members from children through adults.  

Religious Education Subcommittee                        Director: Cynthia Battle

A.  CCD Program
· Provides religious education and sacramental preparation programs for children and youth, Grades K-8.  Classes are held each Sunday, September through June at 9:30 am.

· Also provides Religious Education, Faith Formation, and Sacramental Preparations for adults.
B. Sacramental Preparation

· First Penance
The Sacrament of Penance is to precede First Communion. Formal instruction for Penance is to be separate and distinct from preparation for the reception of First Communion. The value of this practice is to catechize the children, from age of reason, to the true Christian spirit of penance and conversion, to growth in self-knowledge and self-control, to a true sense of sin, even of venial sin, to the necessity of asking for pardon from God, and above all, to a loving and confident abandonment to the mercy of the Lord. In no circumstances should a child receive First Communion without first having received the Sacrament of Penance.  Requires parental participation.
· First Communion
The determination of readiness to receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time is a primary responsibility of the pastor as well as of the child’s parents and/or guardian(s). They are to see to it that children who have reached the use of reason are correctly prepared for and are nourished by the Eucharist. Traditionally, children are prepared for reception of the Eucharist during second grade in their parish schools and CCD classes. Before receiving First Communion children must first receive the Sacrament of Penance.  Requires parental participation.
· Sacrament of Confirmation                                                                                                          In the Archdiocese of Washington, Confirmation is always celebrated within Mass to express more clearly the fundamental connection of this sacrament with the entirety of Christian initiation, which reaches its culmination in the Eucharist. Students are to be confirmed in the 7th or 8th grade. Adults who have not been confirmed should contact their parish priest in order to receive instruction. Confirmation for adults is celebrated annually in the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle on the Feast of Pentecost.  Requires parental participation.   
C. RCIA: Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Chairperson: Audrey Jones                                                    
   

Sessions are held every Sunday after the 8:00 am Mass.  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) involves preparation for and celebration of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, which manifests the intimate relation of these sacraments to one another. The primary focus of the RCIA is the Christian initiation of unbaptized adults. The Rite also provides for the initiation of unbaptized children of catechetical age 6, as well as for welcoming baptized Catholics and non-Catholics into full communion with the Church. Children who have reached the use of reason are considered for purposes of Christian initiation, to be adults.  RCIA consists of four distinct periods of formation: Period of Inquiry; Period of the Catechumenate; Period of Enlighten-ment; and Period of Postbaptismal Catechesis.  Any adult interested in becoming Catholic or receiving Sacraments should contact the parish priest as soon as possible.
D. RCIC: Rites of Christian Initiation of Children    

 Chairperson: Cynthia Battle

Baptism of infants is to take place within the first few weeks after birth. The faith of parents who are Catholic, together with their intention to raise their child in that same Catholic faith, is a necessary prerequisite for celebrating this sacrament.  Catechesis for parents and godparents regarding the responsibility they take upon themselves when they present their children for baptism is absolutely required.


E. Marriage Preparation

A couple wishing to marry should contact their parish priest or deacon no later than six months prior to the anticipated date of the wedding. The purpose of this period is to involve the couple actively in a process through which they can judge not only their readiness to marry, but also their ability to communicate on vital issues. Preparation time allows the couple to come to a deeper knowledge of each other and of the sacrament they will receive, including the reasons for its indissolubility.  The date for marriage cannot be set without consultation with the priest or deacon and usually is set at the first meeting with the couple.


F. Health Ministry Subcommittee            Chairperson: Tanya Landry

Honoring God: Mind, Body and Soul -- this Ministry empowers the Faith Community to participate with God in the promotion of good health, healing and wellness.  It educates the parish about health, healthy living and individual responsibility in making health decisions.


G.  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parochial School



Charlene Hursey, Principal 




Bernard Toomer, Vice Principal 




Glen Chester, Home School Association President




Michael Hawkins, Athletic Director

We focus on the individual student, educating the whole child, striving to form students by providing a religious, social and academic program and seek to develop an awareness and pride in Black Heritage.   

Two Campuses: 1409 V Street SE - Grades Pre-K to 5 – 

(202-889-1662) 

                        1600 Morris Road SE -Grades 6 to 8 –  (202-678-0211) 

Before and after care available.   Call for registration information Monday through Friday 9 am to 3 pm.

H.  Bible Study
The group meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm in the Upper School.

I. Hearts Aflame

An adult faith and ministries formation program based on Sacred Scripture and the Church’s teachings as expressed in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Hearts Aflame provides formation in the faith for adults as well as specialized training for those serving in parish ministries.  This program is administered by the Archdiocese of Washington and is available to all interested adults.  Locations vary throughout the Washington Metropolitan area.  Contact: Office of Religious Education at 301-853-5387.
IV. EVANGELIZATION                                     Chairperson: Alice Bethea

Reaches out to inactive Catholics, the unchurched and develops programs for evangelization.  Keeps the parish community always alert to this primary Christian responsibility to take the Gospel to all people. 

V. FACILITIES MANAGEMENT           Administrator: Bro. Marx E.A. Tyree, SSJ


Addresses the use, the needs and the concerns of the Parish regarding the upkeep and maintenance of all Parish Facilities.  Facilities include the Church and Church Grounds, Parish Hall (Panorama Room), Rectory, and portable buildings. The Parish and the Center City Consortium (CCC) share responsibilities for the school buildings.

OLPH Church and those who wish to rent the Parish Hall (Panorama Room) are bound by policies and regulations of the Archdiocese of Washington and its insurance providers, restricting kinds of events and how they are promoted.  

Parish Hall Rentals: For rentals you may contact Mrs. Jean Westray or Bro. Marx E.A. Tyree, SSJ at 202-678-4999 during regular business hours.

VI.  LITURGY                                                                Chairperson: Cynthia Battle
This Committee promotes a comprehensive program for Ministries which include liturgical, musical, and spiritual.   Provides Liturgical training programs relating to all aspects of worship and spirituality. Liturgical Ministries include Knights and Ladies of the Altar (KOTA), Lectors, Ministers of Holy Communion, Ministers of Hospitality, Ministry of Sacred Motion, and Music.  Meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month at 10:00 am in the Upper School.

     

Knights and Ladies of the Altar (KOTA)

Rev. Sidney O. Speaks, III, SSJ, Moderator




Serves at all Liturgical Celebrations.  

Lectors


Chairpersons: Joan Shaw-Jackson and Margaret Duell-Short 

Proclaims the Sacred Scriptures at Liturgical Celebrations. Meetings are held quarterly.

Ministers of Holy Communion



Chairpersons: Alice Whitaker and Lucie Shepherd 

Provides assistance to the Pastor by helping with the administering of   communion during Mass and to those sick and shut-in.  Meetings are held quarterly.

Ministers of Hospitality (Ushers) 

Chairpersons: Frederick Harrison and Dawnielle Battle 

Provides service as greeters before each Church ceremony; directs the congregation in the Offertory collection and procession, Communion processing, and distributes the Church bulletin.  Ministry is open to all members age 8 and up.  Quarterly meetings.



Ministry of Sacred Motion 



Director: Sherie Durand



Sacred Motion is the liturgical dance ministry, which is comprised of a youth group

and a young adult group who praise the Lord in and through liturgical dance.  Sacred Motion performs at various times throughout the year and welcomes anyone who would like to join, age 5 and older.

Music Ministry – Voices of Praise

Debra Tidwell-Peters

Dehrric Richburg, Musician

Rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the Church

VII.  SOCIAL CONCERNS

Addresses the social needs of the community, the Archdiocese, and the Universal Church.

PRO-LIFE Subcommittee:  Pro-Life promotes a greater respect for human life and is a catalyst for advocacy, education, evangelization, direct assistance and spiritual efforts on behalf of God’s great gift of human life and human love.

VIII.  STEWARDSHIP                                       Chairperson: Pearl Baylor

Promotes programs that encourages a sharing of time, talent, and treasure of our parishioners.  This committee is also responsible for the annual Festival of Ministries.

THE FINANCE COUNCIL
President: Rev. Donald M. Fest, SSJ

Chairperson: Barbara Minnick
The Finance Council collaborates with the Pastor on the financial matters pertaining to the Parish.

Current Membership: Toni Gaines, Frederick Harrison, Dallas Lewis, Barbara Minnick, and Ronald Saunders




PARISH ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)

Closed meetings are held every Tuesday at 7:00 pm in the Panorama Room.

B.A.S.I.C. (Brothers and Sisters in Christ)
                       President: Pandora (Pam) Stevenson 


Meetings are held on the first and third Wednesdays at 7:00 pm in the First Portable


A ministry composed of both single and married young adults, ranging in age from


30 to 50, who are looking to enhance their spiritual growth, bring about positive

changes in their social environment, and have an active role in the continuing success of the programs  and events that Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish provides its parishioners.  
They sponsor a program or event at least once a quarter.  Their goal is to bring about a 
sense of pride and teamwork amongst all OLPH Ministries through working together on several projects.

Blessed Virgin Sodality (BVS)
        Prefect: Rose Thurston (Vincene Jenkins in October)


Meetings are held on the first Sunday at 9:30 am in the First Portable

Leads others to Christ through devotion to the Blessed Mother.  The Sodality encourages devotion to Mary through the rosary, a day of recollection and

annual prayer breakfast.  The Sodality also provides Scholarships for students

attending Catholic High Schools.

The Blessed Virgin Mary “Junior” Sodality comes under the direction of this

Organization.

Cursillo
                                                                                Chairperson: Rose Thurston 


Meetings are held the fourth (4th) Friday at 7:30 pm in the School.

Cursillo is a Worldwide Evangelical movement of the Catholic Church, which started in Spain.  

Its name is Spanish meaning “short course in Christianity”.  Its purpose is to make it possible for people to: 
Understand what it means to live in union with Christ and bring others into that  union discover and fulfill one’s personal vocation

Become active in a Christian group that supports each other, and Understand how to transform their environments.

Cursillo has a Secretariat that reports to the Archdiocese of Washington, DC.  There are ten groups meeting at various churches within the Archdiocese.  They meet at specified times throughout the month at gatherings called “Ultreyas” which means “onward in your faith journey”.  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church is a part of the East of the River Ultreya, which includes four surrounding churches: OLPH, Assumption, St. Thomas More, and St. Francis Xavier.

Freedom Youth Academy (FYA)                                                            Director: Mary A. Gaskins

FYA telephone number 202-889-1682  (Email: mary.gaskins@verizon.net)

Works in partnership with OLPH, through secured grants for special summer programs and are held in the Portables.  

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS - Continued
The Hilltoppers
                       President: Benjamin Contee, Sr.     Assistant: Lucie Shepherd 


Meetings are held every Tuesday (September through June) from 11:30 am


until 6:00 pm in the Panorama Room.  

This is an ecumenical group of senior citizens, who participate in Mass, share lunch and socialize.
Knights of St. John International (Men, Ladies, Junior Ladies)

    St. Paul’s Commandery No.286
                                            President: William Holley 


Meetings are held the fourth (4th) Sunday at 1:30 pm in the First Portable.

This is a fraternal organization of men created under the Knights of St. John International, the leading most prominent semi-military Catholic organization in the United States.  The Knights contribute their services to many religious, civic, and social activities.  They escort the Cardinal or Bishop at religious occasions, and newly ordained priest when they are about to celebrate their first Solemn High Mass.  The Knights serve at Labor Day Mass, sponsor an annual Memorial Day and Commemoration Mass, and attend biennial joint conventions with the Ladies’ Auxiliaries, the annual convention with the Baltimore/Washington Grand, and provide scholarships for students.

     St. Joseph’s Ladies’ Auxiliary No.213
                            President: Kelly S. Tucker 


Attends the 8:00 am Mass on the third (3rd) Sundays with regular meetings 

immediately following at 9:30 am in the First Portable.

A fraternal organization, created under the Knights of St. John International, the ladies practice 
Christian values and principles in their devotion to the Blessed Mother.  The Auxiliary assists the needy, provides scholarships to young ladies attending Catholic High School; participates in biennial joint conventions with the Knights; the annual Baltimore/Washington Grand 
convention; attend Mother’s Day Mass at the Shrine; has an annual Memorial Mass for their deceased; and oversees the Junior Auxiliary.

     Our Lady of Perpetual Help Junior Auxiliary No.67

Directress: Doris H. Savoy       
Assistant Directress: Carolyn B. Wheeler 


President: Aneesah Blount 
           Chair of Parent’s Club: Carol Shackelford

Meetings are held on the first (1st) Sunday at 9:30 am in the Second Portable.


A breakfast is sponsored every second (2nd) Sunday as a fund-raising activity.

This is a fraternal organization created under the direction of St. Joseph’s Ladies’ Auxiliary No.213 to the Knights of St. John International.  With the Blessed Mother as their model, the Organization teaches Christian values, principles, and sisterly love.  Young ladies between the ages of  8 and 18 participate in a biennial convention with the Knights and Ladies; participate in various local activities with eight other Junior Auxiliaries in the Washington, DC and Maryland areas.  OLPH Junior Auxiliary has a drill team who competes in competition at the Conventions.  OLPH Junior Auxiliary also participates in OLPH Youth Ministry sponsored activities.

Ladies of Charity
                                               President: Gladys Reid 

Meetings are held quarterly or as needed.  Works jointly with St. Vincent DePaul Society.  These Organizations are drawn together by their love for Christ and his poor.  They provide emergency aid to families in need, feed the poor, and visit the sick (hospital, nursing homes, and/or homebound).  On an average, they prepare and distribute over 125 baskets of food and other gifts at Christmas.  They sponsor a one-week summer camp for OLPH children and children in the community.  Fund-raising activities are held annually to support these projects.

Men’s Club
                                                      President: Benjamin Contee, Jr. 

Meetings are held on the second (2nd) Tuesday at 7:30 pm in the Panorama Room.

The Men’s Club grew from the Holy Name Society.  It is an ecumenical group of men who come together for spiritual and social growth.  The Men’s Club gives fund-raising activities; and provides scholarships for students attending Catholic high schools.

Men’s Ministry
                                           Coordinator: Warren Newton 

Meetings are held on the third (3rd) Sundays after the 11:00 am Mass in the School

This is an open discussion-meeting group.  All men ages eighteen (18) and older, regardless of religious background or the lack of, may participate.  Discussions within the meetings are confidential.  Our mission is to utilize the gifts and talents of individuals and to bring all closer to God and in some cases, introduce the Word 

of God to others.

St. Vincent DePaul Society                                                                     President: William Alston


Meetings are held as needed on Sundays after the 8:00 am Mass in the Panorama Room.
Works jointly with the Ladies of Charity.  These Organizations are drawn together by their love for Christ and the poor.  They provide emergency aid to families in need, feed the poor, and visit the sick.  On an average, they prepare and distribute over 125 baskets of food and 
other gifts at Christmas.  They sponsor a one-week summer camp for OLPH children and 
children in the community.  Fund-raising activities are held annually to support these projects, 
and they sponsor a breakfast on the fourth (4th) Sunday of the month.

Self-Awareness Group
                                                       Contact: Rudy Burton 

Confidential meetings are held on Thursdays from 7:30 to 9:30 pm in the First (1st) Portable.  Perquisite: Interview.

This is a support group where people can come together to discuss their problems and situations under a safe and confidential environment.  Provides crisis intervention, support services, retreats for youth, family, and substance abuse.  The group participants help each other work through life challenges, and networking.

SeniorNet (Inactive)
SHARE (Self-Help and Resource Exchange)
                      Contact: Gladys Reid 

Food is distributed on the fourth (4th) Saturday in the Panorama Room.

This is a nonprofit food and community network, of which OLPH is a host site.  This program is organized primarily for the OLPH Senior Citizens community; however all are welcome to participate.
Youth Ministry
                                                 Director: Millicent Hawkins


A Ministry focused on the Parish and community youth.  It enables the youth to come to know and 
love Jesus more, to embrace their Catholic faith, and to develop their talents in the service to their family, Parish, and community.  Youth are encouraged to share and have open discussions and to fellowship with each other.

This Ministry responds to the needs of youth by: religious teachings, athletic programs, community 
service programs, feeding the hungry, recreational activities, and programs to enhance their spiritual, cultural and social lives.

Youth groups include: CCD, Altar Servers, Liturgical Dance Ministry, Ministers of Hospitality, Youth Choir, Youth Lectors, CYO Boys/Girls Athletics, OLPH Junior Auxiliary NO.67, and the Blessed Virgin Mary Junior Sodality.

Meetings of youth leaders are called as needed by the Youth Ministry Coordinator.

WIN Washington Interfaith Network 

OLPH Representatives: Benjamin Contee, Sr.                                                                                                       and Joseph Quander, Jr.   


WIN is a broad-based organization comprised of faith-based institutions in the City.  WIN works through teams of leaders at member institutions to develop a vision to improve the quality of life for all in the City.  WIN has worked to build affordable housing for city residents, complete priority maintenance and capital improvements 
in all DC public schools, and has focused energy on public safety and living wages for City residents.  The key to WIN’s power is the committed team of leaders at each member institution, which engages in local actions to improve the quality of life in the surrounding community.  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church is one of WIN’s member
institutions.
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